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Greetings Carman-Ainsworth Middle School Families, 

As most should be aware by now, Carman-Ainsworth Community Schools, including Carman Ainsworth 
Middle School will move to a hybrid learning model for students beginning the start of the 2nd semester, 
Monday, January 25. We will implement a schedule of face-to-face and virtual learning that will facilitate 
reduced class sizes to allow for social distancing. Students will be separated into two groups based on 
the first letter of their last name. Students with a last name beginning with the letters A through L will 
be called (BLUE Group) and will attend school for full days on Mondays and Tuesdays. Students with a 
last name beginning with the letters M through Z will be called (GRAY Group) and will attend full days at 
school on Thursdays and Fridays.  Both Blue and Gray Groups will work remotely on Wednesday  

BLUE GROUP (Last name A-L) and GRAY GROUP (Last name M-Z) will report to school at the middle 
school building for face to face instruction on their designated days. Mondays and Tuesdays for BLUE 
GROUP and Thursdays and Fridays for GRAY GROUP. On a group’s days in which they do not report to 
school, including Wednesday’s, students will be expected to continue with remote learning via Google 
Classroom similar to how we have presented instruction for most of the school year up to this point.  

 

 

ONLY Pre-identified self-contained classroom Special Education students return Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday. They do not attend the building on Wednesday. With the transfer to a hybrid 
schedule, we have adjusted the school start and end times as follows:  

The middle school will start at 8:15 and dismiss at 2:15. The bell schedule for each grade level is readily 
available on the middle school’s webpage. I have also attached a copy here. This plan will allow teachers 
and students to practice safety measures prior to returning to a traditional schedule at some point in the 
future.   

Parents of students who wish to switch from the On-Line “Accelerate Learning” program to this Hybrid 
Learning, or the other way around, are asked to contact building principals beginning January 8 and no 
later than January 15. This will allow time during the week of January 18 to plan and make class changes 
prior to the start of second semester.  



 

District transportation will be provided to resident district students only. Transportation routes will be 
provided on the district website. The district will provide and require the use of hand sanitizer before 
entering the bus. The bus driver, staff, and all students, if medically feasible, will wear facial coverings 
while on the bus. Transportation vehicles will be cleaned and disinfected before and after every transit 
route. Busses will drop off and pick up students at various points around the building to limit student 
contact. 

Face masks are required for all students and staff, unless they are unable to do so for a health or 
developmental reason, which will be considered on a case-by-case basis. All students will be expected to 
bring and wear their own face mask while on school transportation and on school property, including 
hallways, restrooms, and all common areas. This aligns with the district's guidance from the state of 
Michigan, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the American Academy of Pediatrics. 
Any student who cannot medically tolerate a facial covering must provide signed medical 
documentation substantiating this claim.  

Students will not be required to wear masks when they are eating or drinking, and as such, social 
distancing mandates will be followed as much as possible. Lunches will be scheduled, staggered, and 
social distanced to eliminate crowding. Students will wear masks as they travel to and from lunch. Staff 
will disinfect tables between lunch periods. Breakfast will be provided to students at various entrances 
and checkpoints throughout the building, again to help limit group contact between students. 

Our custodial staff schedules are designed to ensure that the building is thoroughly cleaned and 
sanitized nightly. This includes disinfecting common touch points including light switches, doors, 
benches, and bathrooms at least every four hours with an EPA approved disinfectant. Libraries, 
computer labs, and other hands-on classrooms will undergo cleaning after every class period with an 
EPA approved disinfectant. Student desks will be wiped down with an EPA approved disinfectant after 
every class period. Cleaning resources are available in each classroom to disinfect items and spaces 
during the day.   

Family members and/or other guests will not be allowed in the school building except under extenuating 
circumstances determined by district and/or school officials. All guests approved to enter the building 
must complete a health screening form, must wear a facial covering, and will be provided with sanitizer 
upon entering. Records, including date and time, are kept of non-school employees or other visitors 
entering and exiting the building. Parents dropping off students late or picking up students early will be 
required to wait outside to do so. 



Extra-curricular activities will be permitted to meet via Zoom, and athletics will follow MDHHS orders 
and MHSAA requirements.  

To assist you and your student in preparing for learning second semester I am providing you some 
preliminary expectations for learning for students and some (hopefully) helpful direction. As a student 
you are expected to adhere to the following virtual learning expectations: 

• Students are to work every class period/everyday 
o Teachers will be providing face to face instruction on designated BLUE/GRAY days 
o Teachers will be providing classwork, direction, and assistance via Google Classroom 
o Teachers will be available for assistance throughout the school day 

• Students are expected to submit work by/on the due date assigned by teacher 
• Students will follow and adhere to a set bell schedule from 8:15 AM until 2:15 PM 

o Students not present during appropriate class periods may be marked absent 
o This includes being physically at school on your designated BLUE/GRAY days 

• Students are expected to maintain 2-way communication with teachers 
o Students are expected to communicate with their teacher(s) daily 

 Be present (face to face) in your classrooms on your assigned BLUE/GRAY days 
 Use Zoom/REMIND/Text Message/Email/Google Classroom/etc. as needed 

• Follow the Middle School’s student handbook and C/A District’s Code of conduct procedures 
o All Carman Ainsworth Middle School code of conduct is expected to be followed 

 This includes virtually 
o Failure to do so will result in appropriate consequences 

School is not optional. Students will be held accountable for these expectations through grading 
procedures, attendance procedures, and student code of conduct procedures.  

We will NOT be “watering down” the curriculum. The expectation for learning does not change. Take 
some time to familiarize yourself with your teachers and the ROCKS expectations.  

Most second semester student schedules should be available on StudentVue at this time  

I understand that these are difficult times, but I want everyone to know that the middle school has been 
working diligently to create and provide a positive, safe and productive learning environment for your 
student. We are here to answer questions, provide assurances, and help you and your child each step of 
the way as you navigate with us through these uncertain times. You may always contact me at 
tchapman@carmanainsworth.org or call the main office at 591-6257. 

 

 

Taylor Chapman 
Principal, Carman-Ainsworth Middle School 
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